Navy Cherry Point

Range Complex

NEPA Process
The Navy is holding two public hearings to inform the public of the

findings in the Draft Navy Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS

and to solicit public comment. At each public hearing, informational
. . . . PuBLIC AND AGENCY SCOPING

poster stations and Navy project team representatives are available .

to provide the public with an oppqrtunlty to learn more abput the DRaFT EIS/OEIS

NEPA process, the Proposed Action, and the Navy’s environmental N

stewardship programs and protective measures. Government

agencies, organizations, and the public will have the opportunity to y

provide oral or written comments at the public hearings or to provide FiNnAL EIS/OEIS

written comments throughout the public review period. The Navy will v

consider each of the comments received and address them in the 30-DAy PusLic ReviEw PErioD

Final Navy Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS. '

Recorp oF DEcision
To encourage public input, the Navy is holding public hearings for the
Navy Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS at two locations along
the North Carolina seaboard. These are listed below:

For More October 14, 2008 October 15, 2008

Information North Carolina Maritime Museum Coastline Inn and Convention Center
and to Submit 315 Front Street 503 Nutt Street

Comments Beaufort, NC 28516 Wilmington, NC 28401

In addition to holding public hearings, the Navy has established a user-friendly Web Site that makes it

easy to download the environmental documents currently available for review (e.g., the Draft EIS/OEIS).

The website also serves as a source for background information (e.qg., fact sheets, posters, and links to

related environmental topics for those who want to learn more).

The public may also review the Navy Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS by visiting any of the

following information repositories:

B Kill Devil Hills Branch Library; 400 S. Mustian St; Kill Devil Hills, NC
27948

B Hatteras Library; 57690 NC Highway 12; Hatteras, NC 27943

B Manteo Branch Library; 700 North Highway 64/264; Manteo, NC 27954

B Havelock-Craven County Public Library; 301 Cunningham Blvd;
Havelock, NC 28532

® Webb Memorial Library Center; 812 Evans Street; Morehead City, NC
28557

B Onslow County Library; 58 Doris Avenue East; Jacksonville, NC 28540

B New Hanover County Library; 201 Chestnut Street; Wilmington, NC 28401

Environmental Regulations and Community Involvement

The NEPA process emphasizes thesimportance of community involvement during
the-development of an EIS/OEIS.~The above diagram illustrates the steps of the
NEPA process, with the blue boxes indicating opportunities for the public and
interested stakeholdersto provide input.
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Federal Environmental Regulations

Federal regulations govern activities that may affect the environment, including Navy training and testing activities.
The Navy complies with applicable environmental regulations, including:

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA of 1969 established national policies and goals for the protection of the environment. Its procedural
requirements direct all Federal agencies to give appropriate consideration to the environmental effects of their
decision-making prior to the action taking place and to prepare detailed environmental statements on any action
that may significantly affect the quality of the environment.

Executive Order 12114, Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions

Enacted by President Carter in 1979, this Executive Order requires Federal agencies to consider the impacts of
actions that may affect the environment outside U.S. territorial waters.

Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)

MMPA of 1972 prohibits the ‘take’ of marine mammals in U.S. waters and on land, and by U.S. citizens on the

high seas. A ‘take’is an action that results in an injury or a disturbance of a marine mammal’s critical behavior.
The Secretary of Commerce has the authority, upon request, to authorize the unintentional taking of marine
mammals incidental to activities. For military readiness activities, the determination of impacts on marine mammal
species or stocks includes considerations of “personal safety, practicality of implementation, and impact on the
effectiveness of the military readiness activity (National Defense Authorization Act, 2003).”

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Established in 1973 to preserve the nation’s natural heritage by conserving wildlife species, ESA sets out
requirements to be followed by Federal agencies with regard to potential impacts of any action on endangered or
threatened species and their critical habitat.

National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA)

NMSA authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to designate and protect areas of the marine environment with
special national significance due to their conservation, recreational, ecological, historical, scientific, cultural,
archeological, educational, or esthetic qualities as national marine sanctuaries (e.g., Grey’s Reef NMS).

Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
As a Federal-State partnership, CZMA provides for the preservation, protection, development, restoration, and
enhancement of the nation’s coastal zone resources.

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act provides for the conservation and
managementof U.S: fishery resources. In 1996, the Act was reauthorized and amended by the Sustainable
Fisheries Act to-include habitat conservation provisions in the form of “Essential Fish Habitat” designation and
protection.

The Navy In compliance with NEPA and Executive Order 12114, the Navy has prepared the Navy
Cherry Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS to plan for the future and to assess the effects of
Point Range the Navy’s ongoing and future training and testing activities on the environment. The Navy
Complex Cherry Point Range Complex EIS/OEIS also gives the Navy the opportunity to review its
EIS/OEIS procedures and ensure that the benefits of recent scientific and technological advances are

applied toward minimizing environmental effects.

For more information or to submit comments, please contact:

TH E NAVY Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic

Attn: Navy CP EIS/OEIS PM - Code EV22SA
WANTS 6506 Hampton Boulevard
Y O UR Norfolk, VA 23508-1278

INPUT! Fax: 757-322-4894

Web site: http://www.NavyCherryPointRangeComplexEIS.com



